
 i 

CONTENTS    
 
 
INTRODUCTION 

Letter from the GC Women’s Ministries Director 
 Letter from the General Conference President 
 
 
SECTION I     HISTORY 

A Brief Historical Background of Women’s Ministries in the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church ...............................................................................................I-1 
Whirlwind of the Lord ........................................................................................I-9 
Alphabetical List of Biographies of Adventist Women....................................I-22 
Biographies of Adventist Women by Category................................................I-30 
Letter from Ellen G. White to S.M.I Henry......................................................I-34 

 
  
SECTION II     PHILOSOPHY AND MISSION 

Mission Statement..............................................................................................II-1 
Department of Women’s Ministries Church Manual Statement ........................II-2 
Suggestions as to How the Objectives of the Mission Statement may be 
Implemented.......................................................................................................II-5 
E.G. White Quotes about Women......................................................................II-9 
Departmental Policies ......................................................................................II-11 
Terms of Reference ..........................................................................................II-15 
A Statement to the United Nations ..................................................................II-17 
Six Critical Challenges Facing Women...........................................................II-20 
GC Women’s Ministries Logo .........................................................................II-24 

 
 
SECTION III     STRUCTURE AND ORGANIZATION  

Diagram - The Constituent Levels of the Seventh-day Adventist Church .......III-1 
Job Description - Division Women’s Ministries Director ................................III-2 
Job Description - Union Women’s Ministries Director....................................III-4 
Job Description - Conference Women’s Ministries Director ...........................III-5 
Job Description - Local Church Women’s Ministries Leader ..........................III-8 
Working with Other Departments, ADRA, and Global Missions ..................III-11 
Diagram - Church Street/Independent Street..................................................III-12 

 
 
SECTION IV     GENERAL CONFERENCE COORDINATED PROGRAMS 

Devotional Book .............................................................................................. IV-1 
Directing a Division Women’s Ministries Scholarship Program .................... IV-5 
GC Women’s Ministries Scholarship Fund - Guidelines ................................ IV-9 
International Woman’s Day of Prayer ........................................................... IV-11 
Women’s Ministries Emphasis Day............................................................... IV-12 



 ii 

Statistical Reports .......................................................................................... IV-13 
Newsletter ...................................................................................................... IV-16 
Leadership Certification ................................................................................ IV-19 
Adventist Women of Distinguished Service.................................................. IV-20 
Stamp Poster .................................................................................................. IV-21 

 
 
SECTION V     PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS 

Programs in the Local Church.......................................................................... V-1 
Outreach Activities in the Community............................................................. V-4 
Program Ideas: 

Heart-to-Heart ....................................................................................... V-5 
I Married a Possibility .......................................................................... V-7 
Divorce Recovery................................................................................. V-8 
The Widow’s Might.............................................................................. V-9 
Small Group Ministry......................................................................... V-10 
How to Start a Support Group ............................................................ V-12 
Prison Ministry ................................................................................... V-14 
Life after Work - A Working Woman’s Ministry .............................. V-16 
Mom’s Circle of Love ........................................................................ V-17 
Moms in Touch................................................................................... V-19 
Bible Studies ....................................................................................... V-20 
Organizing a PALS (Prayer and Love Saves) Program...................... V-21 
Planning a Women’s Ministries Retreat ............................................. V-25 
More Ideas .......................................................................................... V-33 
 

 
SECTION VI     BEGINNING WOMEN’S MINISTRIES   

How to Begin a Women’s Ministries in the Local Church ............................. VI-1 
Budgeting for Women’s Ministries ................................................................. VI-9 
Women’s Ministries Interest Survey............................................................. VI-11 
Women’s Ministries Skills Survey................................................................ VI-12 
 

 
SECTION VII     LEADERSHIP 

Committees ..................................................................................................... VII-2 
Rules for Effective Speaking ........................................................................ VII-10 
How to Recruit and Manage Volunteers ...................................................... VII-11 
Team Building and Training......................................................................... VII-14 
Women Mentoring Women.......................................................................... VII-16 
Long Range Planning ................................................................................... VII-19 
Finding and Caring for a Speaker ................................................................. VII-20 
Spiritual Gifts................................................................................................ VII-22 
Spirit of Prophecy Quotations ...................................................................... VII-25 
Conflict Management ................................................................................... VII-27 
 



 iii 

SECTION VIII     RESOURCES 
Resources .......................................................................................................VIII-1 
Guidelines of the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventist: 

A Statement regarding Abortion........................................................VIII-2 
A Statement on Abuse and Family Violence .....................................VIII-5 
A Statement on AIDS ........................................................................VIII-6 
A Statement on the SDA Church and the AIDS Epidemic................VIII-7 
A Statement of Consensus on Birth Control....................................VIII-10 
A Statement on Children, Well-being and Value ............................VIII-13 
A Statement of Consensus on Care for the Dying ...........................VIII-14 
A Statement on Chemical Use, Abuse, and Dependency................VIII-18 
A Statement on Child Sexual Abuse................................................VIII-19 
A Statement on Drugs ......................................................................VIII-22 
A Statement on the Affirmation of Family ......................................VIII-23 
A Statement on Family Violence .....................................................VIII-24 
A Statement of Consensus Concerning Female Genital Mutilation VIII-28 
A Statement on Home and Family ...................................................VIII-32 
A Statement on Homelessness and Poverty.....................................VIII-33 
A Statement on Homosexuality .......................................................VIII-35 
A Statement on Ethical Considerations Regarding  

Human Cloning ..........................................................................VIII-36 
A Statement on Human Relations ....................................................VIII-41 
A Statement on Literacy ..................................................................VIII-42 
A Statement on the Affirmation of Marriage...................................VIII-43 
A Statement on Pornography ...........................................................VIII-45 
A Statement of Concern on Sexual Behavior ..................................VIII-46 
A Statement on Meeting the Challenges of Sexually  

Transmitted Diseases .................................................................VIII-48 
A Statement on Women’s Issues .....................................................VIII-54 

 
Women’s Ministries Division Leaders / Addresses .....................................VIII-55 
Other Resources ...........................................................................................VIII-58 
Women’s Ministries Logo ...........................................................................VIII-61 
 

 
SECTION IX     APPENDIX 

Appendix I - Scholarship Checklist 
Appendix II - Scholarship Application 


